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Dear Friends, 
 
The Three Tenors, Jose Carreras, Placido Domingo, and Luciano Pavarotti were performing 
together in Los Angeles. A reporter asked them about rivalry among them, and they said there 
was none. But the reporter was not satisfied and kept coming back to the issue of rivalry among 
the three superstars. Then Domingo explained, “You have to put all of your concentration into 
opening your heart to the music. You can’t be rivals when you’re together making music.” As 
Christians, are we called to be rivals or are we called to make music together? 
 
Today we end the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, more simply known as Christian Unity 
Week (January 18-25). The different Christian churches together agreed to set aside one week 
for intensive prayer and action to show that they all feel the need for more unity among 
believers in Christ. The World Christian Encyclopedia has documented about 34,000 different 
Christian denominations. The figure keeps rising. Many Christian churches today spend much of 
their resources not in spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth, as 
Jesus instructing his disciples, but in fighting and cannibalizing other Christian churches. To 
maintain their identity and show that they are distinct from other Christian churches, they 
emphasize their differences rather than the things they have in common. They fight each other 
and forget that, as Christians, we are called to make music together in the world.  
 
The disunity in Christianity is a scandal to the world that we are called to bring to God. It 
weakens the Christian message and witness. What moral right have we to ask the world to 
reconcile their differences when we, as Christians, cannot reconcile our own differences? This is 
not just Christians of different denominations, but also between Catholics themselves, even on  
the parish level. The Three Tenors made music together, and there was no room for rivalry. Let 
us ask God’s forgiveness for all of God’s children for the sin of disunity. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Krzysztof Kardzis  
 


