
 
Dear Friends, 
Christmas time came to an end. Maybe we still remember Christmas celebrations, visits from 
friends and family. But the Christmas signs are disappearing. We see changes in the 
Church. Today we departed from Bethlehem, from the nativity scene, from the shepherds, from 
the wise men, and we come to Jordan for the baptism of Jesus. Christ is already 30 years old. He 
ends his life in hiding. He leaves his family home and goes to the Jordan to his great 
predecessor, St. John the Baptist. John is preparing people for the coming of the Savior. Christ 
stands before John and is baptized, and strange things happen at this baptism, “… heaven was 
opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came 
from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased’.”  
 
Being baptized with the power of the Holy Spirit and the witness of the Father was the 
beginning of Christ’s ministry - Jesus started teaching and doing good to all. Jesus of Nazareth 
was a living Gospel from the very beginning of his ministry. He was proclaiming the Father who 
sent him by deeds and words. He fulfilled the words announced by the prophet Isaiah: “…not 
crying out, not shouting, not making his voice heard in the street, a bruised reed he shall not 
break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench” (Is 42: 2-3). Such was the Son of God on 
earth - always doing good. 
 
The baptism of Christ and what followed makes us think today about our baptism and our life 
as baptized people. We are baptized and anointed with the seal of the Holy Spirit. Baptized in 
the name of the Holy Trinity, we become children of God; we join the family of God, the 
Church; we are brothers and sisters of Jesus and a temple of the Holy Spirit. In this sacrament, 
we receive astonishing exaltation, and we became partakers of the divine nature through free 
grace. It was at baptism that the Holy Spirit came upon each one of us and the Heavenly Father 
said: this is my beloved son/daughter, with whom I am well pleased.  
 
But here is an important question: what happened to us after we were baptized? We know 
what Christ did after his baptism: “He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed 
by the devil” (Acts 10:38).  By the virtue of baptism to proclaim the Good News of salvation, we 
are to imitate our Lord - “He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the 
devil.”  It is really worth being good in a world surrounded by evil as Jesus was. 
 
With prayers, 
Fr. Krzysztof Kardzis  


