
 

Dear Friends, 
On this holy day, the Church invites us to celebrate with joy the great 
event of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. We know the details of his birth 
so well: born of the Virgin Mary in a stable because there was no room at 
the inn, wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger – not a crib. 
The visible conditions are of poverty, but they hide a mystery. This great 
mystery would have gone unnoticed and unknown, but God sent the 
angel to the shepherds with this joyful announcement: “Do not be afraid; 
for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy… today in the city 
of David a savior has been born for you.”   
 
God has become man in order to give each one of us a share in God’s 
own divinity. This is the good news of salvation, the message of 
Christmas, the best news the world has ever heard! Did you notice the 
first words the angel said? “Do not be afraid!” I find the message of the 
angel on the first Christmas night to be deeply consoling this year: “Do 
not be afraid”, the angel said to the terrified shepherds. How much we 
need to hear those words at this time: “Do not be afraid”.  The pandemic 
has left us uncertain about the future, confused by changing messages, 
nervous – frightened even – with talk about new waves and new variants 
of the virus. It is only natural that we yearn for good news; we search for 
a light of hope and we long for the promise of a brighter future. 
 
People of faith find this good news, hope and promise in the wonder of 
the Christ-child, born in Bethlehem, to be our Savior. Like the Magi who 
followed the star, faith guides our journey through the uncertainty and 
the unknown. Just as a loving parent takes the hand of their frightened 
child, so we firmly grasp the hand of God who has made us, who 
redeemed us and saved us, and who is journeying with us every step of 
the way. The hope that Christ brings is offered to each one of us, 
personally. Christmas invites us to a personal encounter and friendship 
with God. The angel’s message was direct and personal – not “I proclaim 
good news of great joy”, but “I proclaim to YOU good news of great joy”. 



 

We can only be in awe – “a savior has been born for you”. Can we truly 
grasp the meaning of these words – “Savior born for me”? Today a Savior 
has been born for US – for you and for me – personally.  
 
Pope Benedict XVI put it powerfully when he wrote, “Being Christian is 
not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with 
an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction 
(Deus Caritas Est 1)”. That is why we are not afraid. We see light which 
the world does not see - we see the Baby Jesus who dispersed the 
darkness and who is our Savior. Perhaps Covid-19 has given us extra time 
for reflection and for assessing our lives. ‘What is most important in life? 
How can I change? Who gives me hope? Where do I find light in the 
darkness?’ 
 
For Christians, the answers to those questions are found right at the 
heart of the Christmas story – in the wonder of the Christ-child, born to 
be our Savior; in the profound mystery of Emmanuel, “God with Us”. As 
Ron Rolheiser, OMI, wrote quoting Cardinal Avery Dulles SJ, “The 
incarnation does not mean that God saves us from the pains of this life. It 
means that God-is-with-us. For the Christian, just as for everyone else, 
there will be cold, lonely seasons, seasons of sickness, seasons of 
frustration, and a season within which we will die. Christmas does not 
give us a ladder to climb out of the human condition. It gives us a drill 
that lets us burrow into heart of everything that is and, there, find it 
shimmering with divinity.” Do not be afraid, God is with us.  
 
May the Baby Jesus bless us all. Merry Christmas.  
Fr. Krzysztof Kardzis 
 
 


