
Dear Friends, 
Memorial Day: it’s worth reminding ourselves what it 
is about - it is about memory. What are remembering 
this weekend? The long line of men and women in the 
past who sacrificed so that we in the present could 
enjoy the freedoms and benefits of living in America.  
 
As we honor those who died for our country, we are 
reminded of the gift of eternal life that our God has 
promised to us. He gives to us this promise in the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God’s intention for all of us is to live with Him 
forever in heaven. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 
Yes, this is the will of the Father that everyone might have eternal life with him. 
 
We know that war is never pleasant, and that, in the midst of war, even when it is a just 
war, evil is present.  I remember speaking with one of my uncles. He fought in World 
War II. I asked him what war was like. The general idea of what he said was, “There is no 
glory in war. No matter how just the cause may be, war is always terrible, even when 
you are trying to battle evil and you are on the side of good. To kill another human 
being is never easy. To hold a fallen friend in your arms is never easy. There is always a 
darkness to war.”  
 
War should always remind us of the call we received from the Lord to be people of 
peace and work for peace; to be people who work for the right order of society, for the 
society which lives according to the plan of God. The only way that there will ever be 
peace in our world is if peoples are converted to the message of Jesus Christ, if our 
hearts and minds are transformed to live according to God’s plan and not our plans. We 
must constantly propose the truth of the Gospel to the world, inviting them to come to 
know Jesus Christ.  
 
On this Memorial Day, let us ask the Lord to fill our hearts and minds with the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, that we may grow in obedience to the will of the Father. Let us pray that 
we may always have the courage to speak the truth and work for peace. We also ask our 
merciful Lord to grant eternal life in heaven to all who have died in war.  
 
In Christ,  
Fr. Krzysztof Kardzis 
 


