Fr Lill after Mass with a few 3™
Graders with donations for the
Annual Food Drive

Weekly Mass Schedule

Monday, Thursday, Friday
8:10am Mass

Wednesday
6:30pm Mass

Saturday: 5:00pm

Sunday
7:30, 9:30; 11:00am

* * % k% % * * k% *x * * k% *x *

Holiday Mass Schedule

Wednesday Dec. 23
Mass at 8:10am

Christmas Eve Masses
4pm, 6pm and 11pm

Christmas Day Masses
9am & 11lam

Advent Penance Service
Sunday Dec 13" 3pm

“Brothers and Sisters:
May the Lord make you increase and abound in love
for one another and for all.” (1 Thes 3:12a)

St. Paul s concluding words from First Letter to the Thessalonians remind
us of what the season Advent is all about. The Christ of Advent is no
helpless child, but the Lord of the universe who will return in glory to
judge the earth. There is no better time to conduct ourselves in a way
pleasing to God and no better season to begin to make changes in our
lives than right now.

And what a change there has been in my life. It is hard to believe that
Advent is already upon us and that | have been the pastor of Sacred Heart
for not quite five fast-and-furious months! Many thoughts and memories
flooded my mind as | packed and moved my treasures last July. | thought
about Joseph and the trust he must have had to pack up Mary and their
little son and set out for a foreign land.

For a priest, it is usually difficult to move on and say good bye to
parishioners with whom you ve lived and worked. It was hard to leave St.
Joseph and St. Alphonsus Parish but that sadness was tempered by the
enthusiastic welcome | have enjoyed at Sacred Heart Parish and from the
Catholic community in Fremont. You have made me feel right at home in
a short amount of time. | am humbled and very grateful.

A new pastor inherits many things that vie for his attention and energy.
While the first phone call regarding my appointment came from the
bishop s office, the second call that followed within minutes concerned our
regional Catholic school consolidation process. The priorities for the first
year of my pastorate will continue to revolve around that process. Even
before | officially moved to Smith Road, | was happy to join many other
parishioners from Sacred Heart in working toward that goal. | am very
excited about the advantages unification will bring to Catholic education in
our area. Yes, there will be serious challenges to face in the coming
months, but | do believe that we will begin the 2010-2011 school year from
a stronger position than we ve been in for several years.

There have been other changes on the pastoral staff besides the pastor.
We are pleased to welcome Deacon Alfredo Diaz who will assist us in
sacramental, liturgical and other needs. Also, Mrs. Tonya Caron has
joined our team as the Catechetical Leader and Mrs. Janet Stayancho as
an account clerk. Respectively, they succeed long-time employees Mrs.
Becky Sorenson who relocated to lowa and Mrs. Margie Joseph who
retired.

Let us continue to pray for one another during Advent, a season of change
and preparation.

May The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. (1 Thes 4:28)



Deacon Alfredo Diaz

www.adiaz@toledodiocese.org

My life's journey began in a little town in southwe st Texas, Carrizo Springs. My parents, grandparents , great

grand parents and possibly another generation were all from this area.

My parents, like many young people, felt economical ly trapped in the small town in the desert and
realized that in order to achieve something they wo uld need to leave. The journey to Ohio was not a
spontaneous decision nor would it prove to be a jou rney without difficulty. Thus my parents with one ¢ hild and
another on the way (Eventually Mom and Dad would ha ve thirteen children. | was the oldest) became one of
many families who would make the 1500 mile tract as migrant farm workers that would spread throughout the
Midwest.

When | reached the age of six, my parents realized that for their children to have a good education, t hey
would have to leave the migrant stream and make Ohi o their home. My Dad was able to find work in Fosto ria. |
was raised in the Fostoria area and was able to ful fill my parents hope by graduating from Saint Wende lin High
School and eventually receiving undergraduate and g raduate degrees from Catholic schools.

My most significant event in my life was meeting an d eventually marrying Clarita. She is the personwh o
taught me to love and to live. The five children th at we had are the beneficiaries of this love. | was widowed in
1998 after thirty-three of marriage.

I have served the Diocese of Toledo as an employee for thirty-three years and most recently as Vicarf  or
Deacons which simply means that | have charge of pa storal care of the 199 deacons of the diocese. | wa S
ordained to the Order of Deacon in 1979 and have se rved at Saint Ann Parish in Fremont, Saints Peter and P aul in

Toledo and now | have the joy of serving here at Sa cred Heart.

Thank you for the warm welcome you have given me th ese past few weeks!
Join us at 6pm on Sunday Celebration of Our Lady of
Evenings in the church Guadalupe
beginning on November 29 t for
a Holy Hour with Exposition and This celebration will be held on

Saturday December 12 ™ at St Joseph

Benediction in the presence of e

The Blessed Sacrament.

_ 6:00am Mananitas (Serenade)
Perpetual Adoration runs around the

clock from Nov 29 t thru Dec 23 ™. 9:00 am Holy Mass with
Anyone may come at anytime to Fr. Thomas Floreck S.J.
pray in silence with our Eucharistic
Lord. He reveals many things to us
about ourselves when we open our
hearts to prayer.

“Dear Lord...”

10:00am Reception and Fellowship

Holiday 2009
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